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T he Board of Directors wishes all of our members and their families a 
very Happy and Healthy New Year. We hope 2012 is full of good 

things; besides the usual health and happiness we wish you a year full of 
airplanes, helicopters, radios, servos and all those goodies we R/C’ers 
dream of.  

As many of you know, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is de-
veloping a set of rules to govern the use of unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAV) inside national airspace. Our form of flying is being included in 
this document and the AMA has been working very hard to make sure 
we are not severely impacted by the ruling. I want to encourage every-
one to listen to a conference recently held at the AMA Expo where AMA 
and FAA representatives discussed the progress being made in this area. 

The conference can be seen at the following address http://www.modelaircraft.org/amatv.aspx. Our involvement 
in this effort is going to be required and we need to be fully informed.  

A member has asked the Board of Directors for guidance regarding the use of First Person View (FPV) systems at 
the field. These are radio controlled aircraft which carry a camera and allow the pilot to fly it by looking into a set 
of goggles or a video screen. We have done some research and found that the AMA has published a set of stand-
ards to cover this issue. As an AMA chartered club we follow AMA guidelines and have concluded that members 
can fly using this technology as long as the AMA regulations are observed. Failure to observe these rules will be 
treated as any other club rule violation. Please see elsewhere in this newsletter for the AMA document. 

The last few weeks have been very busy at the field and the near future looks equally hectic. Last December we 
held a field cleanup day with a group of about 15 members showing up to lend a hand. The back side of the field 
was full of debris and vegetation and in need of serious cleaning. One member in particular, Pablo Moscoso, is to 
be commended for his efforts in obtaining the use of a front loader to expedite the cleaning of the area around 
the containers. The containers were also cleaned inside and are now free of old, broken and unused materials. 

In addition, the runways were fertilized and pesticide was spread all over the field. Chip Cipolato installed the pip-
ing for the new hand water pump at the main shelter. A few of the members also took it upon themselves to pres-
sure wash the wall and floor of said shelter. Visit our website (www.amps-rc.com) for photos and a detailed re-
view of the event. 

Sometime at the end of December, or early January, Roly Hernandez (no relation) painted the wall at the main 
shelter in red and yellow. You should notice that the club banner and pictures from past events have been placed 
on the wall. In the near future a new bulletin board will also be installed.  

In February we have two scheduled events. First is the AMPS Aerobatics Challenge to be held in February 18 & 19, 
2012. This is our annual IMAC event which brings together the best pilots from our club and beyond. If past years 
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are an indication, we should see 40 or more pilots say present and put on a great show. As always, our public 
events require lots of volunteers so if you have the time please contact Tony Fandino (305-216-8580 or to-
ny@ajfnet.com to offer your help. 

Next is the South Miami Art Festival – February 25 & 26, 2012. Our club has had a booth at this show for the last 
few years. Mike Laughlin (786-712-5770 or malaug83@bellsouth.net) is the contact for this event and requests a 
few volunteers to sit in at the booth and offer club information to passers by. He is also looking for a couple of 
good examples of aircraft to display. 

In May we have been invited to participate at an event hosted by the FAA which is being held at the Opa-Locka 
Airport. They are asking us to run a booth to show the “small/model” side of aviation. We are planning on bring-
ing small balsa planes to build with the kids and hold a competition with them. Besides that, we want to exhibit 
some of our models and are working with the airport administrator to conduct some flying demonstrations. 

Our Saturday lunches at the “Club House” continue to be a success. Roly and Abraham are working very hard to 
cook and serve great stuff. Thanks to all the members that every Saturday drop money in the hat so our cooking 
masters can continue to provide everyone with great food. 

Until next month – safe landings! 

— ## — 

 

.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ aŜŜǝƴƎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мнΣ нлмн 

Call to order 7:00 P.M. 

No guests were present. Albert Sanchez who has been a member of 

AMPS for one year introduced himself. 

The minutes from the business meeting of January 8, 2012, posted to 

www.amps-rc.com in “Printed Circuit”, were accepted by a vote of the 

members present. 

A Treasurer’s report by Chip with financials ending December 31, 2011 

was approved by a vote of the members present. 

hƭŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

Report on December 17th Work Day by Vicar: The area around the containers was cleared and the contents of the 

containers reorganized. The main shelter was refurbished and a new water pump installed beside the shelter. 

Weed killer and fertilizer were applied to the runways. A comprehensive review of improvements is posted to 

www.amps-rc.com. Please read this review that credits AMPS members who participated. 

AMPS 2012 IMAC Challenge Report by C.D. Tony Fandino (via email): Event will be hosted by AMPS at Silver Field 

February 18th and 19th. The AMA sanction has been obtained and 23 pilots pre registered. AMPS volunteers are 

needed for staff. Complete info and online pre registration form is available at www.amps-rc.com. 

South Miami Arts Festival AMPS booth report by Vicar: Mike Laughlin is in charge of AMPS participation at this 

event February 25th and 26th. Contact Mike if you wish to help. 

SAFEE flight event May fourth and fifth at Opa Locka Airport: Vicar reported on his weekly teleconferences with 

FAA regarding the scope of AMPS participation. FAA has approved a static display of model aircraft and a youth 

oriented model building class with small balsa stick models. Negotiations to include a limited flight demonstration 
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are ongoing with the airport manager. Contact Vicar to become involved. 

bŜǿ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

Vicar reported that the runway irrigation pump has failed and must be rebuilt. Chip said that the motor which 

powers the pump is OK and has given better than expected service. Vicar noted the necessity to minimize the in-

terruption of runway irrigation. Because parts to rebuild the current pump must be sourced from foreign vendors 

Vicar suggested AMPS purchase a replacement pump for immediate installation while the one in use now is re-

built. The rebuilt pump would then be available to replace the new pump when needed. ! Ƴƻǝƻƴ ōȅ wƻƎŜǊ Dƻƴπ

ȊŀƭŜȊΣ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ WŜǊǊȅ 5ƛŀȊΣ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘ ŀƴ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǝƻƴ ǇǳƳǇ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ϷнрллΦлл ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ 

Vicar led a discussion proposing replacement of AMPS small replaceable LP tanks for the irrigation pump with an 

above ground stationary 120 gallon tank. Pablo Moscoso asked if an above ground LP tank would be a fire hazard 

and Chip said it is equipped with a pressure valve that mitigates this risk. The decision needed would be to lease 

or purchase the tank. Vicar’s research showed that the lease option would include piping and necessary trenching, 

a regulator and plumbing kit. The lease cost to AMPS would be $96.00 per year vs. $728.00 to buy one. Vicar rec-

ommended the lease option. ! Ƴƻǝƻƴ ōȅ IǳƳōŜǊǘƻ ½ŀƳōǊŀƴƻΣ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ wƻƭȅ IŜǊƴŀƴŘŜȊΣ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƴ [t 

ǘŀƴƪ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŬǊǎǘ ŦǳŜƭ Ŭƭƭ ŦƻǊ ϷуррΦлл ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ 

Vicar proposed AMPS explore the concept of a “children’s day” annual event to introduce community youth to 

AMPS and R/C flight. This event would include several trainers and buddy boxes and involve Junior AMPS mem-

bers. ! Ƴƻǝƻƴ ōȅ WŜǊǊȅ 5ƛŀȊΣ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ !ƭōŜǊǘ {ŀƴŎƘŜȊΣ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Řŀȅέ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ 

Vicar asked the members present if they would be interested in publishing on www.amps-rc.com a “yellow pages” 

listing of members businesses and trades. The concept was approved by a vote of the members present. 

! Ƴƻǝƻƴ ōȅ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ tŀōƭƻΣ ŦƻǊ !at{ ǘƻ ōǳȅ мр ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ϪϷнлΦлл ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŬŜƭŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ  

Vicar said an AMPS member has asked if operation of FPV (first person view) R/C aircraft is permitted at Silver 

Field. AMA has established guidelines for R/C FPV operation. After a discussion Vicar recommended approval of 

FPV within AMA guidelines at Silver Field. Rafael Marino said he is developing an FPV capable aircraft which he 

will demonstrate when complete. See elsewhere in these newsletter for AMA guidelines. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:02 P.M. 

50-50 raffle won by Christian Baradit.  

 

 

¢ƘŜ tǊƛƴǘŜŘ /ƛǊŎǳƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎΦ  
Would you like to become an “AMPS Reporter or Photographer”? 

Write an article for this newsletter, found an article you think may be of 
interest to other members,  or you have some interesting photos. 

Send to Chris Hogan, Editor at editor@amps-rc.com 
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bƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 
.Ŝƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !a! ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊπ
ŀǘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ǳǎƛƴƎ CƛǊǎǘ tŜǊǎƻƴ ±ƛŜǿ όCt±ύ 
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ !at{ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛπ
ƻƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ !at{ ǊǳƭŜ ǾƛƻƭŀǝƻƴΦ 

 

Cwha ¢I9 !a! ²9.{L¢9 
 

First Person View (FPV) Operations  

1.  An FPV-equipped model must be flown by two AMA members utilizing a 
buddy -box system. The pilot in command must be on the primary trans-
mitter, maintain visual contact, and be prepared to assume control in 
the event of a problem.  

2.  The operational range of the model is limited to the pilot in commandôs 

visual line of sight as defined in the Official AMA National Model Aircraft 
Safety Code (see Radio Control, item 9).  

3.  The flight path of model operations shall be limited to the designated fly-
ing site and approved overfly area.  

EDITORS NOTE: AMPS overfly area includes the airspace in front of 
the pilot stations, extending north to SW 168th street, west to 2000 
feet from the west edge of the field and east to the intersection of the 
canal and SW 168th street. Please see map posted at field.  

4.  The model weight and speed shall be limited to a maximum of 10 

pounds and 60 miles per hour.  

http://www.modelaircraft.org/files/550.pdf

